READ THIS FIRST

Seeking On-Staff Trainers for the Tennessee Olweus Bullying Prevention Program
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October 25, 2011
To: Tennessee School Leaders
From: Rodger Dinwiddie, Executive Director, STARS Nashville and Olweus State Coordinator
The purpose of this invitation is to increase Tennessee’s capacity to provide a safe and supportive learning environment. Funding is provided by the Tennessee Department of Education Office of School Safety and Learning Support Program. This is a competitive process as funds are limited. Here is the offer:

I. Invitation to Apply 
Tennessee school systems are offered the opportunity to recommend a school district employee(s) for a scholarship to the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program Trainer Certification Course: The Trainer Certification Course will be held March 6-8, 2012 in Nashville Tennessee at the Youth Opportunity Center. Application documents are due to STARS by Friday, January 13, 2012 (New Date: Wednesday, February 15, 2012). Scholarship Recipients will be notified by Friday, January 30, 2012 (New Date: Wednesday, February 22, 2012).
In an effort to make this training available to all interested parties, a limited number of Full Scholarships are being provided for this cohort only, i.e., no registration cost to the participants.
1.
Tennessee Department of Education Office of School Safety and Learning Support Program and STARS will provide:
a. The $4,200 fee to Clemson University for training.

b. 5 days of training to be divided in the following manner:
· 
3 days of initial 
· 
2 days of follow-up training 10-14 months later 

c. 24 months of consultation with an Olweus Certified Expert Consultant (approximately 15 hours of consultation over a 24 month period)
2. The applicant will provide:

a. Personal Statement of Purpose for Training

b. Application for Training both to Clemson and STARS (Submitted to STARS)
c. Certification Agreement to Clemson and STARS (Submitted with Application to STARS)
d. The names and addresses of the school(s) to be trained and signed agreements with each school agreeing to participate in the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program for a minimum of two years, irrespective of administrative changes. 

3. The school district will provide:

a. Letters of endorsement for the applicant that include verification that the applicant will be released for 1) the 5 days of Trainer Certification Course and 2) to consult with a minimum of two schools for implementation during the school year. 3) A commitment to implement the Olweus Bullying Prevention for a minimum of 2 years in each trained site, regardless of administrative changes.
b. Travel expenses for the applicant’s 5 days of training.

4. Schools to be trained by the newly certified Olweus Bullying Prevention Trainer/Consultant will provide:
a. A Memorandum of Agreement from the School Principal. 

b. A timeline for implementation during the school year.
II. Olweus Bullying Prevention Program Trainer Certification Course: 
The purpose of this training is to expand our cadre of well-trained individuals in Tennessee who are certified to provide training and follow-up consultation to Bullying Prevention Coordinating Committees at elementary, intermediate, middle, and/or junior high or high schools that desire to implement the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program. A description of the certification process and requirements for certification are attached.

If you are interested in taking part in this training for certification, we invite you to complete the attached application and certification forms. The deadline for submitting applications to STARS Nashville is Friday, January 13, 2012. Although we hope to accommodate all interested individuals, we are committed to ensuring that the training is as interactive as possible and therefore will limit the number of participants. 
Applications will be screened and reviewed by Olweus technical assistance consultants in partnership with the Tennessee Department of Education Office of School Safety and Learning Support Program and Clemson University.  Specific factors that will be considered include:
1. The training experience of the individual. (Training of adults)
2. The expressed and written need for certified trainers in the localities and within school regions in the state. School districts with clear plans for a systems implementation, not single school implementation, will be given preference.
Schools systems with no trainers will be given preference and large school systems (more than 25 schools) needing multiple trainers will be given preference

3. Completion and inclusion of all documents for acceptance in the training, including a district implementation plan.
4.  Familiarity with the Olweus model.
The training will be provided by a team of experienced trainers.

The cost of the certification training and the follow-up consultation is $4,200, which is being provided by Tennessee Department of Education Office of School Safety and Learning Support Program and STARS.  This fee will include:

1. A three-day initial Olweus Bullying Prevention Program Trainer Certification Course (March 6-8, 2012 in Nashville)  
2. A two-day Part II training (date to be determined at the initial training)

3. A complete set of training materials

4. A copy of all required and suggested Olweus Bullying Prevention Program materials

5. Participation in regular phone consultation with an Olweus Technical Assistance Consultant (OTAC) (approximately 15 hours of consultation over a 24 month period)

6. Access to the trainer-only section of the OBPP website

Participants selected to participate in the Trainers Certification Course will be notified no later than Monday, February 6, 2012. 
Summary of Documents to be completed and sent to STARS by Friday, January 13, 2012:

· Completed Application
· Signed Certification Agreement
· Attachment I -Olweus Bullying Prevention Program (OBPP) Project Implementation Timeline and Attachment II – Olweus Bullying Prevention Program Memorandum of Agreement
If you have any questions about this invitation or any of the conditions described in this mailing, please do not hesitate to contact Rodger Dinwiddie at STARS at 615-279-0058, ext.6821 or prdinwiddie@starsnashville.org for information about the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program, we encourage you to visit the website for the program at www.clemson.edu/olweus.  Please feel free to share this information with appropriate colleagues.
Please mail application to: Anna Nichols





STARS 




1704 Charlotte Ave.





Suite 200





Nashville, TN 37203


Thank you for your interest in the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program. We hope that you will consider submitting an application! 
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